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	Physical Skills 

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Making connections and fastenings 








Moving, balancing and stacking resources










Spatial awareness 


	Children hide in premade dens/ arches
They enjoy enclosing spaces further by pulling up blankets and sheets as extra coverings  






Children attempt to drag large items from one area to another. The make attempts to lift some loose parts and may begin to show an interest in stacking some items such as milk crates.
Children look for support from an adult in order to lift or move large or heavy items. 





Children show limited awareness of the space around themselves. When carrying or moving large objects they may bump into surrounding outdoor items. Children begin to be helped by staff to understand how to move and carry items safely in relation to the space around them. 

Children may trip on uneven surfaces. 
	Children are conscious that coverings such as tarpaulins and blankets move and fall down. With adult support they are helped to understand how to use pegs to hold things in place. Over time they are able to use chunky pegs to attach fabrics to poles, fence panels and milk crates to create enclosures. 
 

Children enjoy moving items around with more purpose. Children move large items by dragging and carrying. They enjoy placing items into a wheel barrow to transport further.

Children begin to stack and balance items. They begin to understand that items can be positioned horizontally or vertically through adult modelling effective ways to make enclosures.

Children begin to recognise that some items are too large to fit through certain gaps or paths. For example a long stick cannot be carried horizontally through the small gate. 

They are supported by adults to understand how to transport large items safely near other children. 




	Children are able to use their strength in their fingers to open and close small pegs and use them to attach fabrics effectively.
Adults demonstrate how to thread ropes and strings through holes in tarpaulins to attach to fences using knots.




Children begin to work with others to carry large items such as sticks, logs, tyres.
They use their own ideas when transporting loose parts such as rolling tyres or pushing barrels.  

Children begin to create with a purpose in mind. They decide where to position loose parts to create their ideas. Children stack items, balance and create horizontally and vertically. 

Children problem solve when moving items around different areas of the outdoor provision, they understand that some large items might need to be moved in different ways to fit (horizontally or vertically). 
	Children begin to tie knots effectively with out adult support. Children think about the strategies they have learnt and select the correct one. For example ting knots or using pegs to secure fabrics to different loose parts. 




Children select and transport a range of loose parts and natural items to use in their play. They work with others to move large items and can talk about which direction they want to travel. 

Children use their ideas and physical skills to create dens that they can fit inside. They decide which strategies are best and review their ideas moving items in to different positions. 

Children move large items safely.
Children are aware of the space around them when transporting so that they do not collide with other children or objects. 

	Thinking Skills

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Problem solving / Cause and effect







Understanding and using basic concepts (size, area, number






Negotiating ideas and strategies 



	Children engage in repetitive play with den making materials – e.g. stacking milk crates, enclosing spaces with blankets over the top etc. They recognise that their actions have an impact when they knock down a crate tower or sit on a blanket so that the roof falls down 




Children often try to use large items in small spaces and vice versa. Their exploration of size, shape and space is very practical and repetitive in nature. 




Children build and create structures alones.
Children enjoy being in dens and sheltered spaces alone. 
	Children attempt to solve practical problems that they are experiencing but often repeat similar actions – make their dens in the same way even though there isn’t enough space or it keeps falling down. With adult scaffolding children are supported to try new ways to do things. They engage well with new ideas and follow the suggestions that adults make.

Children use a range of den making / natural items and in doing so explore many mathematical concepts linked to shape, space, number and size. Adults make this link and model the language in play to support children’s developing understanding of concepts. 


Children enjoy being in dens and enclosed spaces alongside another child. They may engage in parallel play with their shared space. Children may construct alongside another child using the same resources. Sometimes they combine efforts with limited communication. 
	Children recognise practical problems that need to be solved in their play for example, their den isn’t big enough or the connections that they have made or not effective. They begin to think of their own ideas and change their strategies for example tying knots rather than using pegs. They review how well their strategies are working and may enlist the support of other children or adults to help.


Children begin to use every day words to describe basic concepts 





Children purposefully work together to help each other to move items and to join items together. They each work on the same den or enclosure and enjoy playing imaginatively in their space when it has been created. 
	Children understand there is a problem and can think of a range of different strategies to solve it. They are able to talk about what they are doing and why. For example rain is getting into their den and they want to find ways to make their dens waterproof. 

They may plan in advance what they can do rather than reacting to a problem that they have found. For example finding the resources that they need to create a den and discussing how they will connect pieces together before they start. 
 

Children use mathematical terms to describe basic concepts. They are able to solve simple mathematical problems practically using the resources available. 



Children understand that they can achieve more when they work together. For example they can carry and move larger items, create dens/ enclosures quicker and have more support to play their game. They understand that the resources are shared. 

	Vocabulary and Adult Interactions

	High Quality Practice
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Vocabulary











	Stick, blanket, milk crate, box, arch way, tunnel, material

small, big, full, room, next to, together, help, broken, gap, missing, more

Dark, cold, warm, shelter, wet, dry

Den, cosy, space, hide, 




	Peg, clip, join, fasten, together, snap, broke, fell


Too big, too small, full, 




	


bigger, smaller, longer, half full, heavier, lighter, more, less, taller, shorter

number names

texture names
  


	Design, idea, create, better, tighter, lighter, waterproof, 


biggest, smallest, heaviest, lightest, tallest, shortest

most, least

pattern vocabulary, shape names 
names of weeds or certain trees or flowers or herbs  – daisies, buttercups, dandelions, daffodils etc 

	Interactions
	
Label items during play. 

Respond to children’s ideas both verbal and non verbal. 

Engage in imaginative play – hide and peekaboo from dens and spaces

Use enclosed spaces to share stories and rhymes where children have more fixed attention. 

Model making enclosures/ dens that you can climb inside.

Model using the language 
	Demonstrate and teach children how to use pegs effectively – model moving the fabric over the edge and then pegging/ choosing the correct size peg etc

Use the language of simple concepts to extend the children’s vocabulary and understanding. 
	Demonstrate and teach the strategies that children need to learn – how to tie knots, how to thread ropes through tarpaulins, how to balance and connect natural items securely etc. 

Encourage open ended thinking, share thinking with the children, help children explore ideas and make links and problem solve.

Follow children’s lead in conversation and think about things together

Model how to use new tools in different ways. Talk about which tools are best for different tasks. 




	Help children explore their ideas as needed, without taking over or directing

Help children become aware of their own goals, make plans and review and refine skills.  

Use open ended questioning to help children think about what they are doing and how they could change their ideas. 














	Common Behaviours

	Making connections and fastenings 
	Moving, balancing and stacking resources 

	Emergent





	Blankets and light fabrics
Milk crates
Tyres 
Willow arch
Willow castle den
Large pegs
Large boxes
	Tyres
Milk crates
Trugs full of blankets and fabrics 
Balance beams
Plastic barrel Tunnels 

	Early


	Tarpaulins
Small Pegs 
	Wheelbarrows 
Cable reels
Loose parts 

	Mid - Level



	Ropes and strings 
Natural items – branches, leaves
	Natural items – large sticks, logs and branches 

	High - Level



	Any of the above used by the child with purpose 
	Bricks, stones 
Any of the above 




