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	Physical Skills 

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Filling containers 






Transporting water 







Using equipment 


	Children enjoy the sensory experience of filling containers and become absorbed in this play. They continue to add water even when it is full to the top so that the water spills over the edge. 


Children pour from container to container, often spilling more than they transfer. 






Children hold large spoons, whisks and scoops in their whole hand and make rapid, uncoordinated movements as they explore water. 
	 Children fill large containers with more accuracy. They stop when they have reached the top of the container and the water spills out. They find another container to fill. 


Children can pour water from a jug into smaller containers with more accuracy. They may choose a large jug and small container as they enjoy the physical skill of pouring rather than recognising the capacity of the containers


Children scoop up water in their play, they are able to whisk to create bubbles 
	Children fill small containers using the correct equipment such as jugs and funnels. They do not spill water.  




Children begin to understand and use funnels correctly to transport water into measuring cylinders 





Children use basters effectively by squeezing to suck up water and then squirt it out again 
	Children fill containers with accuracy. They know how much water is in each. Eg. Yours is full, mine has a little bit and use filling containers as part of higher level play 


Children become more adventurous when transporting water, they explore ways to use tubes, funnels, ramps





Children can use pipettes to collect water as part of their play. 

	Thinking Skills

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Exploring scientific concepts 
















Using mathematical concepts
Volume, size, weight, number, shape, capacity



Representing 

	Children use a variety items in their play, they explore the properties of materials by poking, squashing, mouthing. 

They place a range of items into the water tray without recognising what the consequences of this may be. They enjoy the different textures they create such as soggy paper and slimy playdough. 









Children explore the basic concepts of number, capacity and size through exploratory, sensory play experiences.




Children imitate every day experiences using household items
Children relive everyday experiences, bath time, splashing, playing with boats etc
	They watch what happens to found items in the water for example a sponge drips, stones sink. They are fascinated by what they see and continue to add items to the water tray to see what happens next. 

They show pleasure or make a verbal response when a dropped stones makes a splash or when the boat floats.









Children explore the basic concepts of number, capacity, size and weight. They repeat action several times in order to their ideas about how things work. 



Children use every day items in their imaginative play sometimes involving the adult. 
	Children can distinguish between materials that should be placed into the water tray and those which may be damaged if wet. 

They begin to notice the differences between materials for example corks stay at the top of the water tray but shells sink to the bottom. They may not be able to verbalise what they understand or see. 

Children may notice how water displaces an object. The more they fill the container with water the higher the corks rise until finally they fall over the edge at the top. 
 



Children explore, think and comment on the basic concepts of number, capacity, size, shape and weight.




Children add open ended resources to their water play creations. As they add items they mix using different tools such as whisks and they talk about what they are doing and what the items represent. 
	Children purposefully test materials in their play. They want to find out which things float and sink, and comment on what they see. By exploring different size/ weight objects they can begin to overcome misconceptions that big objects sink and small objects float.

They explore which materials might be good to go in water such as plastic boat as they remain the same whereas a paper boat gets wet and sinks

They explore how absorbent materials are such as ringing out sponges and cloths by twisting and collecting the water in containers. 
Children explore, think, comment and test when building their understanding of the basic concepts of number, capacity, size, volume and weight.


	Vocabulary and Adult Interactions

	High Quality Practice
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Vocabulary











	wet, splash, mix, bubbles, catch, blow

hands, fingers, pots


big, small, full, empty, holes


vocabulary of household objects
	scoops, jugs, whisks

size, bigger, smaller, fuller, empty, heavy, light, 

number names, more, less

smooth, rough, hard, soft

vocabulary of natural items


	basters, funnels, measuring cylinders

fill, spill, spilling, spilt

sizes, bigger, smaller, longer, half full, heavier, lighter, more, less, taller, shorter


texture names
  
straight, curved, round 
 
	Pipettes, tubes, ramps

Float, sink, waterproof, icy, cold, wet, melt

biggest, smallest, heaviest, lightest, tallest, longest

most, least, how much, not enough, too much

shape names, shape describing words

	Interactions
	Imitate making bubbles, whisking, splashing, clapping hands with bubbles on and blowing bubbles.

Imitate daily experiences, drinking from a cup, washing a baby doll.

Model filling containers and stopping when they are full. 

Label items during play. 

Respond to children’s ideas both verbal and non-verbal.

Sing number rhymes and nursery rhymes linked to water play using available props, spiders, frogs, ducks, turtle
	Encourage children to explore, and to make links with their experiences when using water imaginatively.

Model how to use equipment effectively and support children as needed 

Use the language of simple concepts to extend the children’s vocabulary. 
	Encourage open ended thinking, share thinking, help children explore ideas and make links

Ask about creations and give time to think, talk and reply.  Follow children’s lead in conversation and think about things together

Model problem solving vocabulary as you explore what happens if … with lots of different materials in the water.

Use the language of the simple concepts being explored so the children begin to understand these words in context. 



	Help children explore their ideas as needed, without taking over or directing

Help children become aware of their own goals, make plans and review and refine skills.  


Use the language of thinking as you engage in sustained shared thinking with the children and problem solve together. 

































	Common Behaviours

	Filling containers 
	Transporting water 
	Using equipment  
	Exploring concepts

	Emergent





	different sized plastic containers
large measuring beakers 
tea set 

	tea pot 
	whisks
large spoons 
	stacking cups with holes 
shells
sponges 
plastic boats
ducks 

	Early


	containers of different size and shape
empty plastic food packaging, yoghurt pots/ butter containers/ fruit containers with holes  
	scoops
watering cans
	different sized measuring scoops

	stones 
sea creatures 

	Mid - Level



	old plastic drinks/ bath bubble bottles 
large measuring cylinders 
	jugs of different sizes metal and plastic 
funnels 
	basters
	corks 


	High - Level



	different sized measuring cylinders 
	tubes, ramps, short drain pipes
	pipettes 
	found objects 




