	Small World and Role-Play Pathway

	Thinking Skills

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Role play
	Children will use everyday objects.  They will explore and match parts of objects that fit together, e.g. puts lid on
teapot

Children will gradually engage in pretend play with toys.
	Children will pretend that one object represents another, especially when objects have characteristics in common

Children will imitate everyday actions and events from own family and cultural background e.g. making and drinking tea  
	Children will begin to make believe by pretending. They will notice what adults do, imitate what they see and then do it spontaneously when the adult is not there.

Children will engage in role play based on first hand experiences.  They will use talk that reflects the breadth of their experiences

Children will use available resources to create props to support role play
	Children will use personal experiences, stories, TV and films to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations.  

Children will play alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme

Children will play co-operatively as part of a group to develop and act out a narrative.  They will use language to organise, delegate, listen and respond to ideas expressed by others.  They will use vocabulary that relates to the characters they are playing.





	Small world play
	Children will explore and enjoy holding familiar small world resources

Children will use sounds in play, e.g. brrm for a car

	Children will show an interest in small world resources they are familiar or interested in.  They will make people walk or dogs bark

	Children will use small world resources, developing stories based on first hand experiences

Children will begin to incorporate simple detail in their small world play
	Children will combine small world resources with open ended resources and develop stories using imagination inspired by other experiences (ideas of others, books, TV and films)  


	Reading
	Children will look at pictures in home-made books that relate to them

Children will explore board books, they may name familiar pictures and repeat known phrases
	Children will use home-made books to talk about their own experiences

Children will look at non-fiction books that interest them

Children will look at story books that interest them
	Children will look at home-made books, to recall experiences and learn about differences in each other’s homes

Children will use non-fiction books for ideas

Children may start to use story based vocabulary in their imaginative play 

Children will use books for inspiration as they create their small world environment
	Children will use home-made books to compare and contrast experiences and make links as they play

Children will use non-fiction books, like recipes books as part of their play

Children will use vocabulary based around fiction books in their imaginative play
Children will read letters and shopping lists back, demonstrating their awareness of writing purposefully

Children will use books and be inspired as they create their small world environments



	Writing
	Children will make marks using chubby crayons and large paper
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	Children will make marks using notepads and clipboards.  They may begin to explain what the marks they have made represent
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	Children will begin to make recognisable drawings and ‘writing type’ marks (refer to the mark making and writing subject sequence).

[image: ]

	Children will write and make purposeful marks like writing shopping lists and letters. They may make labels and logos for small world creations (refer to mark making and writing subject sequence).
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	Using concepts
	Children will find out about concepts such as number, size, length, shape, weight and capacity as they combine and separate resources in their play.
	Children will explore the basic concepts of number, size, length, shape, weight and capacity as they explore
	Children will begin to use their knowledge of number, size, length, shape, weight and capacity as they build and create small world environments and use resources to support their imaginative play
	Children will apply concepts purposefully as they use the correct numbers of objects, the correct lengths of tracks and set the table for the correct number of children etc

	Vocabulary and Adult Interactions

	High Quality Practice
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Vocabulary






	Vocabulary linked to household objects

Vocabulary linked to basic verbs (doing words)


	Vocabulary linked to experiences in the home (family, pets, toys, watching TV)

Vocabulary linked to toys the children have access to 

	Vocabulary linked to experiences the children have encountered (doctors, supermarket, Home Bargains)


	Vocabulary linked to experiences that are more social events (party, wedding, Eid, Christmas)

Vocabulary influenced by experiences, books, TV, films and interests


	Interactions
	Adults will model combing objects and using every day objects in different ways

Adults will model pretend play, pouring a cup of tea, drinking a drink

Adults will commentate on children’s play – yum yum, you’re mixing!

Adults will comment on the size or objects in play e.g .this cup is too small

Adults will encourage children identify and name family members in personal photo books.

Adults will model making sounds in their play (brrrm, neenaw, baabaa, moo etc) and praise the children’s efforts when they make sounds or babble. 

Engage in one to one play – mirroring and mimicking the child’s actions and allowing the children time and space to imitate what you do too. 

Label items as you play.

Be playful, finding ways to make children explore the resources differently. 

Create games such as hiding and finding small world animals. Shoe surprise/ pleasure when you find them
	Model using open ended resources for different purposes (brick for a phone) 

Model and talk aloud as you engage pretend play (drinking tea, eating food, reading magazines, making a shopping list)

Name the objects and your actions

Commentate on the children’s actions

Ask the children about places they have visited and experiences they have encountered 

Talk to the children about places you have been


	Commentate on the actions children are doing.  Engage in conversation that is relevant in play, asking the children who they have seen doing what they are imitating

Join in with the role play, if invited.  Do so sensitively, do not take over or force your ideas 

Show an interest in the props they have created

Comment on the imaginative play the children are creating with the small world resources.  Highlight and discuss the detail they are adding (stairs to the bedroom)
	Engage in conversations about the children’s experiences.  Ask questions that will enable the children to extend their ideas (what did you eat at the party? What did you wear to the party? How did you get to the beach?)

Refer to the children as the character they are playing.  

Help the children understand narratives by narrating what they are doing
 
Record the narrative and reread it to the children.  They can then revisit this and develop it at a later stage

Present problems that the children can solve as part of their play, make it relevant and purposeful

Encourage children to plan and think carefully about the small world creations.  

Talk about where, who, what, when and why

Model using open ended resources. Think out loud as you do so, enabling the children to see potential in available resources

Help the children find resources that will suit the intentions of their small world stories and environments.  You may need to enhance with object that are not currently available (tiny pegs for the fairy washing line)


 

	Common Behaviours

	Role Play
	Small World
	Reading
	Writing

	Emergent





	home furniture
tea pot
pots and pans with lids
cooking utensils 
food containers 
dolls, cot and dolls clothes, blankets 
telephone
bags
basic board books/ children’s magazines 
hats and oversized every day clothes items for dressing up clothes 
photos of family members in a phot album
	dinosaurs, people, farm Animals, wooden people , wooden cars
natural materials
different sized boxes and baskets 
fences
fabrics
train track and trains
rolls of paper
pot of crayons
3d building picture box wall
books
wooden bricks
	home-made books from children’s home
non-fiction board books relevant to small world and pretend play
fiction board books relevant to small world and pretend play
	large paper
chubby crayons

	Early


	home furniture
a range of materials
hats, cloaks
bags, purses,
doctors kit
note pads, pens, envelopes,
non-fiction (family, occupations, recipes, magazines, newspapers)
pictures of popular characters 
access to open ended resources
	A range of people, animals, vehicles
Brio train track and trains
a range of boxes differing in size
large Community Play bricks
small wooden bricks
shaped bricks
glass bricks
selection of books
clipboards and pencils
pictures of familiar local places
	non-fiction books relevant to small world and imaginative play
fiction books that relate to small world and imaginative play
	notepads
A4 clipboards
pencils

	Mid - Level



	cultural additions
pets and accessories
till, baskets and money
pictures of homes

	tape measures and rulers
maps
pictures of places of interest (farm, fairy castles)
	non-fiction books that will inspire the children (recipe book, phone directories, take away meus)

story books that will inspire the children and give them ideas
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	A5 clipboards
felt-tips


	High - Level



	suitcases
calendars, clocks and timers
pictures that will encourage children to develop stories and narratives (family round the table, parties, Eid, weddings, birthdays)
	Pictures of places further afield and imaginary places (beach, deserts, dinosaur worlds)
	Other reading materials that will enable them to read and realise reading id not just stories (letters, newspapers, magazines, rain timetables, holiday brochures)
	shopping lists
paper and envelopes
recipe templates
fine line pens
gel pens
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