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	Physical Skills 

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Digging 





Moulding 








Sieving and sifting 






Filling containers 




Making marks 
















Exploring textures 


	Children use their hands and fingers to dig. They begin to use a spade but often the sand falls off. 



Children watch adults as they squash wet sand together in their hands to make a ball
Children imitate the adults’ actions by press the sand using their hands to flatten and compact it.



Children explore colanders and draining containers in the sand. They are fascinated by dry sand going through the holes. Children attempt to use these resources in wet sand and discard them when they don’t work in the correct way 

Children fill large containers such as bowls and buckets with their hands or a large spade. They are not always accurate and some sand misses the bucket

Children watch adults using household items and natural resources in different ways in the sand. They pick them up, pass them from hand to hand, explore them by touching, tasting and feeling

Children enjoy the sensory experience of making marks in damp or dry sand using the hands and fingers
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Children explore different household and natural objects in the sand. They are fascinated by dry sand going through holes in the colander and the marks that natural materials make in the sand. 

	Children use spades and spoons to dig in the sand. They manage to orientate the spade successfully so that the sand stays on their spade as they transfer to a bucket.

Children use large buckets and bowls to mould sand into different shapes. They have containers with handles and no handles to develop the skills of turning the bucket over by using their own grip or the handle.



Children explore items with holes in the sand tray. They notice that some larger items have been left in the container and use a pincer grip to pick them out. 



Children fill different sized containers and with increasing accuracy. They can begin to place sand into smaller buckets and containers using spoons and small spades.

Children pick up tools in one hand and use them with increasing accuracy. 

They are able to use household and natural items with more purpose for example to make marks in dry and wet sand. They begin to make lines horizontally and vertically using spades, household items and sticks.
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Children use spoons, spades natural materials to make random marks in the sand. They use their thumb and fingers to pick up items and place them in the sand.
They begin to explore the different types of marks that can be made in damp/ dry sand 
	Children use varying size salt scoops and spoons with confidence to fill containers. They can transfer sand between a range of different sized containers without spilling. 

Children use small containers to mould sand such as egg cups and irregular shape moulds. They are able to manipulate the small containers and turn out their moulded sand creation so that they can be seen.



Children use sieves and tea strainers to sieve out small items from the sand tray with accuracy 




Children explore using chutes to transport dry sand in different ways and can pour dry sand using small jugs and scoops.


Children make a range of marks in the sand including zigzag lines, wavy lines and circles, using their fingers, tools and natural objects.  

Children begin to show preference for one hand when making marks and using tools. 
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Children use a pincer grip to add small loose parts to the sand to create new textures. They comment on the textures that they have created. 

Children enjoy using rakes to make textured patterns. They select the correct tools for use in dry or wet sand. 
	Children will use tiny tools.
Children can use a range of tools and techniques to transport sand in different ways with a purpose in mind. 


Children mould sand using silicone ice cube trays and different irregular shapes containers (dinosaur bones). They are able to add these moulded sand shapes together to form detailed sand creations.
Children use tools to shape and add detail to damp sand models that they have created.

Children know when they need to use the skill of sieving and sifting 





They have mastered creating angles, by propping up the chutes to enable dry sand to travel down the correct way. 


Children can use tools and their fingers to create different 2D shapes, number and letter shapes. They use objects to print patterns into the sand with a purpose in mind. 
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Children will select a range of textures purposefully.  They will use words to describe texture

	Thinking Skills

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Problem solving / Cause and effect










Representing











Using concepts



	Children enjoy knocking down sand castles built by an adult. They make the link between their action and the castle falling down.

Children look for familiar items that get lost in the sand recognising that they are missing 




Children imitate everyday experiences using the sand and household items, e.g. mixing food/ filling a cup for a cup of tea

Children form marks with their fingers and adults respond to these marks positively 






Children explore size and capacity when exploring the sand and different sized containers.
	Children watch as an adult fills a bucket and builds a castle. They imitate these actions and try hard to tip the bucket over to make their own castle. They persist even when they find it difficult and the sand falls out.

Children enjoy burying and finding items in the sand by digging. They state what they have found as part of their exploratory play

Children use the resources to engage in basic imaginative play, sometimes involving the adult. They use natural and household items nearby for example to support them in “making tea”

Children ascribe some meaning to their basic marks such as “mum”




Children explore the basic concepts of size, capacity, weight and number
	Children master the skill of building castles. They recognise that they need to have damp sand to make a castle as dry sand falls down. 

Children use sieving and sifting to find items in the sand.





Children begin to use the materials that they find in or near the sand and combine materials in the sand with a purpose in mind, when creating sand sculptures/ sand art.







Children explore the basic concepts of size, capacity, weight, number, shape 
	Children add water as needed to make their sand the correct consistency. They can build castles and models by using buckets and moulding the sand using their hands and tools. 

Children use metal detectors/ magnets to find items in the sand. They begin to understand about different materials properties. 


Children have an idea of what they are trying to create. They search out or ask for certain resources that they have in mind to add to their creation. They think about how they could adapt their sand creations to make them even better.

Children use natural materials to create repeating patterns in the sand or make shapes. 

They form purposeful marks with tools and can describe what they have drawn or made.
Children explore the basic concepts of size, capacity, weight, number, shape

	Vocabulary and Adult Interactions

	High Quality Practice
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Vocabulary











	sand, wet, dry

hands, fingers, spade, bucket

squash, ball, flat, falling


big, small, full, empty, holes


vocabulary of household objects
	

thumb, spoon, bowl, handle,

dig, sand castle, bury, find 


size, bigger, smaller, fuller, empty, heavy, light, 

number names, more, less

smooth, rough, hard, soft

vocabulary of natural items

vocabulary of mark making and writing
	

scoop, sieves, tea strainer, jug, scoops, chutes

fill, spill, spilling, spilt


sizes, bigger, smaller, longer, half full, heavier, lighter, more, less, taller, shorter

number names

texture names
  
straight, curved, round 

	

tools, ice cube trays,

design, idea, create, print, stick, metal, detect 


tiny, tiniest, biggest, smallest, heaviest, lightest, tallest, shortest


most, least, how much, not enough, too much

pattern vocabulary, shape names 

	Interactions
	Imitate making marks and exploring the sand in different ways commentating on what you are doing in simple words or short phrases.

Model filling buckets and creating castles. Engage playfully with resources so that children learn how to use what is available.

Label items during play. 

Respond to children’s ideas both verbal and non-verbal.
	Encourage children to explore, and to make links with their experiences when using sand imaginatively.

Model how to use tools safely and support children as needed 

Demonstrate how to build both horizontally and vertically, overlapping to make it secure

Use the language of simple concepts to extend the children’s vocabulary. 
	Encourage open ended thinking, share thinking, help children explore ideas and make links and problem solve.

Ask about creations and give time to think, talk and reply.  Follow children’s lead in conversation and think about things together

Model how to use new tools in different ways. Talk about which tools are best for different tasks. 


	Help children explore their ideas as needed, without taking over or directing

Help children become aware of their own goals, make plans and review and refine skills.  





































	Common Behaviours

	Digging  
	Moulding 
	Sieving and sifting 
	Filling containers 
	Making marks 
	Exploring texture 

	Emergent





	hands and fingers
spades
	hands and fingers
large buckets and bowls

	colanders 
draining pots
	hands,
large spades, 
large spoons
	fingers
hands
	household kitchen items
fingers

	Early


	spades
spoons

	hands
small buckets
small metal bowls

	draining spoons
plastic sieves
	small spades
 small spoons
	spoons
 spades
 sticks
 shells
	shells
 sticks

	Mid - Level



	salt scoops of varying sizes
metal measuring scoops
	small wooden bowls
egg cups

	tea strainers
	bamboo chutes
jugs
varying sized Salt scoops
metal measuring scoops
	pine cones
rakes
	rakes
loose parts

	High - Level



	tiny spoons and scoops
	thimbles
irregular shaped moulds
silicone ice cube trays
moulding and shaping tools
	make own choice about which will be most effective
	tiny funnels
tiny containers (film canisters)
	rubber nibbed paintbrushes
	small stones
pasta
rice
lentils
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