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	Physical Skills 

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Explore and experiment





Creating colour








Using Tools






Mark Making (choice of painting surface)
	Children will explore ready mixed, powder and textured paint in a range of contexts 




Children will enjoy the sensory experience of mixing paint and creating new colours.

Children explore colour by mixing different coloured water/ coloured yoghurts




Children will use whole hands, fingers and feet to make marks in paint. They will explore chubby and thick brushes using their whole hand grasp.



Children make marks as they explore everyday activities e.g. food on the plate, bubbles in the bath.

Children will paint on large rolled paper, glass, vertically on an easel, tray, large rolled paper 

Children use whole hand grasp and make random marks with different strokes in a large and uncoordinated motion

Children begin to make connections between their movements and the marks they make
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	Children will explore the texture of coloured powder and liquid paint on a range of surfaces using their senses  



Children will explore powder and water to create their own paint







Children will use their hands to explore paint.  They will explore a range of brushes.




Children will paint on a range of surfaces.  They will choose from a variety of paper (size and colour). There may be no reason for their choice 

Children will tend to paint on a flat surface

Children will explore the possibilities of paint and brushes (dabbing, splatting)
They will scribble spontaneously, make dots, imitate circular scribble and draw vertical lines, using gross motor movements
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	Children will begin to notice change as they explore powder and liquid with different media e.g. shaving foam



Children will begin to realise that powder and water mix to create colours.  They will continue to experiment, repeat and build on their findings. Creating a range of colours and textures (thick, thin, runny)

Children may explore changes when they mix textured liquid paint

Children will develop an awareness of how different brushes and painting tools work (thickness, texture of the bristles, patterns, how sponges absorb paint, how rollers spread paint, how straws allow you to blow paint etc)

Children will begin to think about size of paper they need.  They may begin to paint 3D rather than flat


Children may begin to paint vertically as well as flat

Children will imitate drawing a circle and will use both gross and fine motor to paint horizontal and vertical lines, circles and an ‘x’. They will use lines to enclose a space and then will begin to use these shapes to represent objects.
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	Children will use powder and liquid with the intention of making a change.  They will understand that different media can be combined to create new textures and effects.

Children will follow a process to mix water and colour to make paint.  They will begin to mix colour skilfully to make specific colour (primary-secondary)

They will develop this process and learn to make lighter and darker colours using black and white (tinting and shading)

Children will begin to use tools specifically.  Fine brushes for painting a thin line, big brushes to cover a large area, sponges to make shapes etc



Children will be thoughtful in their selection of colour and size of paper.  They will paint creations they have made in other areas (malleable and workshop)

Children will consider the space they need, based on the task they are about to complete

Children will paint recognisable representations in detail that they will explain. They will begin to use specific colours.
Children may add layers of detail e.g. a superhero may be painted first, underneath (you will not see the superhero) an explosion
 
Children will begin to use more than one form of mark making, combining pencils, felt-tps, crayons, paint etc

Children will begin to use left to right in their paint mixing process (water, paint, mix, paint)
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	Thinking Skills

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Using techniques
	Children will begin to notice the different patterns that they make when using different house hold items to make marks such as whisks, potato mashers, forks and spoons
	Children will be motivated by different techniques, they will be eager to try them out and repeat like finger painting, bubble painting, butterfly printing
	Children will learn more techniques like string painting, printing, oil painting, stencilling

Children will ask to revisit favourite techniques that they have experienced, they may still need support to gather resources and be reminded of the process
	Children will begin to use a range of techniques independently, gathering resources.  They will use  certain techniques for specific finishes

	Vocabulary and Adult Interactions

	High Quality Practice
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Vocabulary











	paint, wet, dry, runny

red, yellow, blue, brown

brush

table, easel, floor

big, small, up and down

bang, press, splash, swish, mix



	powder, liquid, water


red, yellow, blue, brown

brushes, thick, wide, thin, long, short

table, floor

flat, edge, corner

paper, large, big, small, 
paper colour names

dab, splat, dot, circle, line
finger painting, bubble painting, butterfly printing


	mix, change, different, same 


orange, green, purple

thick, thickness, thin, runny, dry, bristles, sponges, rollers, spread, straw, blow, pattern

face, side, solid, hollow

larger, bigger, smaller

first, then, next
string painting, printing, oil painting, stencilling and other techniques
vocabulary linked to printing and painting using resources of their choice


	pencils, felt-tips, crayons, paint pens, rollers, dabbers chalk 

white, black, light, lighter, lightest, dark, darker, darkest

texture vocabulary, soft, rough, bumpy, gritty, smooth

left to right, water, powder, mix

vocabulary linked to their detailed representations

vocabulary linked to creations made in other areas



	Interactions
	Use words to describe the textures that the children feel as they explore paint, water and yoghurt in different contexts

Show excitement and commentate on their movements and the marks that they create

Model making large movements and mixing colours with your hands, fingers and a range of brushes so that children can imitate your actions. 

Model painting on different surfaces and talk about what you see. It’s dripping, its wet, it’s slimy. 

Model making marks with different tools and show excitement at the different marks that you see. Support their understanding that their movements and marks are linked. 
	Encourage the children to notice the changes as they explore.  Discuss the sensory feel of paint on their hands 

Encourage them to make predictions about what will happen when they mix media

Identify differences in the use of and results of brushes and tools

Comment on the marks as they make them. 

Introduce simple techniques in an enthusiastic way that will inspire and motivate the children to want to engage

	Respond with enthusiasm as they begin to mix media and create changes

Commentate as they begin to create paint.  Remind them of the process they just encountered.  

Model using brushes and tools to create different effects.  Discuss ways that type of brush or tool might be effective

Question what they want to achieve and help them think about the type of and size of paper they will need.
Encourage them to think about what they want to achieve. Remind them of techniques and media. and encourage them ways that they can achieve their intentions. 

Engage in conversations about their representations


	Encourage children to talk through the process as they mix colours

Encourage them to recall how they previously made a specific colour

Encourage them plan what they are going to do or create.  Talk through what they will need and how they are going to achieve it.

Share conversation as they create, ask questions to see if they want to make changes
Suggest they can further develop by adding texture at a later stage 

Discuss their representations with interest.  Encourage them to explain what they have painted.  Remember it might not look like what you initially see, there may be layers.


 



























	Common Behaviours

	Exploring and experimenting
	Creating colour
	Using tools
	Paining surfaces 
	Techniques

	Emergent





	Powder paint (red, yellow, blue)
Ready mix (various)
Coloured water
Coloured yoghurt
	Powder
Food colouring
Liquid paint
Sensory experiences 
	Hands, feet, fingers
Chubby and thick brushes 
pots
	Table
Window
Easel
Floor
Rolls of paper/A3 paper
	Body painting in different types of paint

Painting with household items


	Early


	powder paint
 (red, yellow and blue)
liquid paint
(red, yellow and blue)
	powder
food colouring
liquid paint
sensory experiences
	range of brushes
(thick, thin, long, short)
palettes
water tubs
	table
floor
paper in a range of colour and sizes
	finger painting (thick paint)
 
bubble painting (thin paint and washing up liquid, straws)

 butterfly printing (liquid paint and folded paper)

	Mid - Level



	shaving foam
corn flour
slime
	photos of the sequence
colour wheel prompts
	pattern printing resources
 sponges
 rollers 
straws
 string
	textured paper
easel
boxes

	string painting (liquid paint and string or wool)

printing (textured paint and objects that leave a pattern)

 oil painting (oil based paint and water in a tray)

stencilling (liquid paint, stencil, sponge)

	High - Level



	powder paint
(white and black)
liquid paint
(white and black)
other textured resources 
(rice, sand and pasta)

	tinting and shading prompts
	resources that give specific effects, ruler for straight edge

resources that the children choose to use, dinosaur footprints, car tyre prints
	dough
clay
construction designs and creations

	resources accessible for the children to use techniques independently
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