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	Physical Skills 

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Exploring voice

















Exploring movement







Exploring Sound
	Children use their voice to experiment with different sounds and intonation.  They will show an interest in songs they are familiar with   














Children use their whole body to music or a regular beat

Children imitate and improvise actions they have observed like clapping or waving


Children use their senses to explore the possibilities of sound in a range of everyday objects

Children hear every day sounds and turn towards them – door bell, phone ring etc 
	Children begin to join in with familiar rhymes and songs.   They will have favourites and will fill in missing words or phrases














Children continue to move their whole bodies to sounds they enjoy, such as music or a regular beat

Children will join in actions to familiar rhymes and action songs


Children create sounds by banging, shaking, tapping and blowing

Children will use home-made sound makers (bottles with objects differing in sounds, boxes, pans and utensils etc) 

Children will begin to explore musical instruments



	Children join in singing favourite songs

Children sing to self and make up simple songs

Children begin to sing in different ways, loud, quiet, fast, slow

Children enjoy rhyming and rhythmic activities

Children show awareness of rhyme and alliteration

Children recognise rhythm in spoken words and familiar songs ‘where are you’


Children join in with ring games 

Children imitate movement in response to music

Children dance and begin to move with rhythm

Children show an interest in the way musical instruments sound

Children explore how sounds can be changed, they begin to play loud, quiet, fast and slow.  They understand to stop and start at a signal

Children will begin to play instruments to represent familiar sounds

Children make up simple rhythms

	Children know a varied repertoire of songs, including a range of different genres

Children sing in different ways with skill and control

Children continue rhyming strings and can hear and say initial sounds in words and songs








Children know a varied repertoire of dances

Children use movement to express feelings

Children create movement in response to music

Children explore the different sounds of instruments

Children will play instruments to music

Children play instruments in a way of different ways quiet, loud, fast slow

Children tap out simple repeated rhythms


	Vocabulary and Adult Interactions

	High Quality Practice
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Vocabulary











	sing, music 

hear, listen, sound, look, touch

body, hands

clap, wave, shake

keys, vocabulary of noisy toys and household objects
	rhymes, songs

listening, looking, touching

hands, fingers

bang, tap, blow, ring, jingle

bells, castanets, drum, tambourine, bottles, boxes 
	names of songs, rhymes, ring games

loud, quiet, fast, slow, stop, start

hold hands

moving, rhythm, in time, steady beat

triangle, cymbals, sticks, xylophone
	vocabulary of different genres

vocabulary of different styles of dance

arms, legs

happy, sad, angry

Alexa, CD, DVD

	Interactions
	Model making sounds with your voice. Encourage children to do the do the same and comment on the sounds they create

Sing as you play with the children

Repeat core and favourite songs

Comment as children move their body to music and steady beats

Model clapping and waving and commentate as the children do actions 

Draw children attention to sounds they encounter in play and in the environment
	Sing and play core rhymes and favourite songs.  Encourage the children to fill in gaps that you leave for them

Continue to comment on all the movements children make

Model actions to songs and rhymes and encourage children to join in

Model ways to create sounds with everyday objects, home-made sound makers and instruments

Commentate on the sounds that children create independently, with everyday objects, home-made sound makers or instruments
	Add new songs for the children to learn and sing along to. Model the words and actions.  Encourage children to join in

Model singing at different volumes and speeds.  Encourage the children to do this with their voices

Model and teach the children songs that rhyme and songs that develop alliteration Willoughby, Wallaby, Woo

Highlight songs that demonstrate rhythm like Tommy Thumb

Play ring games with children 

Model moving in different ways that will show different emotions, use facial expressions to help children understand this

Model playing instruments to represent sounds, castanets for a snake

Model playing simple rhythms and encourage the children to copy.  It will help if you use words or numbers to help them remember the rhythm

	Continue to add songs, for the children to develop their repertoire.  Help them learn the words and the tunes

Encourage the children to think about which style of singing will be best suited to the song, like ‘Twinkle Twinkle’ in a quiet voice

Continue to model different dances and encourage the children to create their own dance moves to music

Comment when the children express emotions to songs and dances, “you look sad when you move in that way!”

Comment on the rhythms you hear children create and ask to join in tapping the same rhythm that they have created


 



























	Common Behaviours

	Exploring voice
	Exploring movement
	Exploring sound

	Emergent





	voice
musical toys
	whole body
hands
	noisy everyday objects


	Early


	rhyme props
core rhymes

	rhyme props that show actions
	home-made sound makers
bells 
castanets
drum
tambourine


	Mid - Level





	CD
Alexa
recording devices
activities linked to rhymes

	ring games
action rhymes and songs
floaty scarfs
	triangle
cymbals
sticks
xylophone

	High - Level





	performing space
microphones
range of music styles available
	party dances
music to enable expressive movement
	CDs
DVDs
Alexa




