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	Physical Skills 

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Manipulating





Rolling




Using tools to make marks


Cutting



Joining
	Children will explore sensory experiences like splashing, bouncing and rolling using their whole bodies.  They will pick up small pieces using their fingers and thumb to grasp

Children will explore the skill of pushing and pulling through sensory materials 



Children will enjoy using whole hands and fingers to make marks 


Children will use whole hand to separate



Children will bring both hands together when holding an item in each hand and hold it in the middle of their body
	Children will manipulate to strengthen their hands by pushing, squeezing, stretching, squashing, twisting and flattening


Children will develop a rolling action by pushing forward and pulling back.  
They will roll between their palms (sausage shape)

Children will use hands and fingers as tools to imprint marks.  They may use sticks 

Children will use hands and fingers to tear and separate


Children will use hands to squeeze together

	Children will manipulate to develop finger strength by poking, nipping and pinching




They will develop competence using a rolling technique, applying adequate pressure. 
Children will roll media between their palms (ball shape) and roll between their fingers  

Children will use tools to make marks



Children will use cutting tools to cut appropriately 


Children will purposefully connect and overlap
	Children will manipulate with increasing control to create purposeful effects




Children will use rolling tools competently




Children will use tools to create purposeful marks and to effect changes


Children will use scissors to cut with purpose



Children will use techniques to ensure joining is secure



	Thinking Skills

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Sensory/Texture





Representing









Using concepts
	Children use large gross motor movements sweeping across, using one or both arms
They will enjoy using all of their body parts including mouthing items 

Children begin to use individual fingers to make marks accidentally at first, then extend the marks that they notice they have made

Children will copy marks that an adult makes in the malleable materials and familiar actions such as mixing and pouring

Children will explore the basic concepts of size and number through exploration using malleable materials and different sized containers  
	Children will explore using senses.  They will make links with things they see, smell, touch, hear and taste



Children will begin to make simple representations like roti and cupcakes using their home experiences







Children will explore the basic concepts of number, size, length, shape, weight and capacity using their knowledge using experiences they have encountered.
	Children will explore cause and effect (What happens if I?).  They will notice similarities in colour, smell and textures



Children will begin to notice detail and try to represent this by combining media to create representations (matchsticks for 


candles or pebbles for facial features). Making links with details of objects



Children will use and express knowledge about number, size, length, shape, weight and capacity, using their knowledge from experiences they have encountered.

	Children will apply knowledge of cause and effect by specifically choosing colours, smells and textures.  They will compare similarities and differences 


Children will begin to combine a range of skills in stages to create representations by modelling, baking, painting and adding 


finishing touches. They may incorporate this in their imaginative and role play



Children will apply knowledge of concepts and will begin to make comparisons.

	Vocabulary and Adult Interactions

	High Quality Practice
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Vocabulary











	splash, bounce, swish, mix, squelch, 







hand, fingers, legs, feet, toes

see, hear, look, smell, taste, touch, feel

types of textures, slimy, stick


lots, all gone, more

big, small, empty, full



	squeeze, squeezing, squeezed, stretch, stretching, stretched, squash, squashing, squashed, twist, twisting, twisted, flat, flattening, flattened, roll, rolling, rolled, push, pushing, pushed, pull, pulling, pulled, forwards, backwards, tear, tearing, torn

hands, palm, fingers
 
see, look, hear, sound, smell, taste, touch, feel



lots, all gone, more

long, short, tall, heavy, light, 





	poke, poking, poked, nip, nipping, nipped, pinch, pinching, pinched, press, pressing, pressed, ball, cut, cutting

tool names 



knuckles, thumb

colour names
types of smells
types of textures 
pattern vocabulary 

number names

bigger, smaller, longer, shorter, heavier, lighter, fuller
 
straight, curved, corner, edge, shape names
	crimping, fringing, layer, snipping,







fingertips

vocabulary based around what the children are making, scales on the mermaid’s tail, patterns on the car tyres
same, same as, different, different to

more, less, the same, many, few, how many 

biggest, smallest, longest, shortest, tallest, heaviest, lightest, most, least, half full

Flat, solid, side, face, 2D, 3D

	Interactions
	Engage in exploration with the children mimicking their marks and movements and valuing their exploration

Model using your body to make different kinds of marks and lines. Enjoy picking up and separate materials in different ways

Commentate on what you are doing using single words and short phrases, with rhythm (singing)

Commentate on what the children are doing using short phrases and single words
	Encourage children to explore, discover new things and to make links with their experiences

Show an interest in what the children are doing and go with their ideas and interests

Demonstrate how to manipulate, roll, cut, use tools and join.  Commentate on your actions

Describe the actions of the child
	Encourage open ended thinking, share thinking, help children explore ideas and make links

Ask about the skills or creations and give time to think, talk and reply.  Follow children’s lead in conversation and think about things together

Comment on their skills and model vocabulary

	Help children explore their ideas as needed, without taking over or directing

Help children become aware of their own goals, make plans and review and refine skills

Model and discuss creative processes 


 





















	Common Behaviours

	Manipulating
	Rolling
	Using tools
	Cutting
	Texture/Sensory
	Joining
	Representing

	Emergent





	whole bodies, hands, feet, fingers

(place tray on the floor on some days to allow them to climb in and use their feet/ legs)

	hands

	hands
	hands

	cornflour gloop, shaving foam, lentils, spaghetti (cooked), soap flakes, dried pasta, jelly, slime etc

	hands
	hands, fingers, bowls, spoons

	Early


	hands and fingers

	hands and fingers foam rollers
	hands and fingers
sticks
	hands and fingers
	shaving foam, cornflour, gloop, slime, dough, etc differing in properties, colour, smell and texture

	hands
	hands
resources from the home area

	Mid - Level



	fingers
extruders
mashers


	rolling pins
cylinders
	modelling tools
knives and forks
imprinting tools
	shape cutters
pastry rollers
knives
	pestle and mortar
a range of colour, smells and textures will be introduced and available for the children’s use
clay
	fingers
	pictures for inspiration
adding detail
match sticks, lolly sticks, pasta


	High - Level



	fingertips
garlic press
tweezers

	different types of rollers
	lolly sticks
matchsticks
sticks


	scissors
wire cutters

	food colouring in pipettes

herbs, spices, grasses, petals etc

pebbles, sand, rice etc

	techniques modelled by adults that are relevant to the type of material being used
	encourage children to make and bake then finish off in the workshop area.
Use as part of imaginative play if relevant




