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	Construction Pathway

	Physical Skills 

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Using Tools



Building and joining






	Children will bang bricks together or hit bricks with other toys. 


Children will explore by touching, holding, mouthing and feeling large blocks and smaller bricks

Children will hold bricks in each hand and bring them together.
They will knock down structures built by others
Children will begin to negotiate placing one large block onto another eventually balancing up to 3 blocks
	Children explore a range of tools and equipment


Children will explore and begin to build using large and small wooden bricks.  They will build vertically and horizontally. 

They become more accurate when building and are able to build 5 small brick towers without them falling down.   




	Children begin to develop confidence in working with a range of tools and equipment 

Children begin to build, combining bricks of different shapes and sizes. They will create enclosures, bridges and passageways 


	Children use tools and equipment with confidence


Children build with purpose. Selecting bricks for a particular theme/intention. They will incorporate symmetry and balance in their designs.  Sometimes sharing and connecting ideas



	Thinking Skills

	Common Behaviours
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Cause and effect









Spatial awareness







Representing







Using concepts








Reading 







Writing
	Children will begin to recognise that they can knock down a tower by hitting. 

Through exploration they will become more successful at stacking and aligning bricks up more accurately.




Children will enjoy filling and emptying containers with blocks. When tidying they may try to place too many bricks into a box so that they fall out.
Children will knock down towers unintentionally and into another child’s play space with little awareness of what they have done.
Children will use blocks to represent every day objects – a phone 
They will use large boxes to represent something familiar – house, car, train 




Children will find out about concepts such as number, size, length, shape, weight and capacity as they combine and separate resources in their play. 
They will look for a block that has moved out of their eye sight recognising a change in number


Children will explore books in the area.  

Children will recognise pictures of familiar buildings




Children will make random marks on large paper 
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	Children will explore cause and effect when building towers with smaller bricks 
They will explore “What happens if I?” problems by using different size and shaped bricks. 

They will problem solve as they rearrange the order in which they stack bricks when their towers fall down. 

They may not consider, safety and awareness of other children around them by building their tower to close to another child.




Children will explore how construction resources go together with more purpose 
They will combine bricks and ascribe meaning to their creations for example “house’



Children will explore the basic concepts of number, size, length, shape, weight and capacity as they explore






Children will seek out pictures in books that they are interested in

Children show an awareness of familiar logos on pictures of buildings 



Children make marks that they will interpret and explain, they may be recognisable once explained
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	Children will begin to use their understanding of cause and effect, they will develop an understanding of how bricks go together and how bricks balance to create their models.
  




They will begin to have an awareness of others around them and build in their own space. 





Children will begin to combine resources to create simple representations of things they are familiar with.  Children will incorporate and small world, animals, people and signs etc and develop stories based around these additions


Children will begin to use their knowledge of number, size, length, shape, weight and capacity as they build and create representations





Children will use books as inspiration for their ideas.  They will make links with their experiences and construction ideas

Children will discuss familiar logos and they will become part of their construction play

Children will make marks that represent places, buildings, logos.  They will begin to be recognisable
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	Children will apply knowledge of cause and effect by building with skill and precision  







They will be able to build in their own space taking account of others and their space 
They will think about how much space they need before they start building.
They will collaborate to build in a shared space.

Children will use their ideas to plan and create constructions that are elaborate. They will use resources purposefully, revising plans as they work. They may incorporate this in their imaginative and role play. They may take on and assign roles when working together

Children will apply concepts purposefully as they plan and design 







Children will use books to find out information related to their construction ideas.  They may use the internet fr ideas and information

Children will refer to logos and request others that they have experience of

Children will begin to draw plans and representations of what they plan to create

Children will draw recognisable representations of what they have created, they may use appropriate colours

Children will make writing type marks, the ‘marks’ will be relevant to the child’s stage of develop (refer to mark making and writing subject sequence) 
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	Vocabulary and Adult Interactions

	High Quality Practice
	Emergent
	Early
	Mid - Level
	High - Level

	Vocabulary











	block, bricks, build, up, down, crash, bang, safe 




big, small, tall


more, enough, all gone 

hard, soft, shiny, smooth
	brick, stack, tower, fall down, balance, build, build up, knock down, safe, too high, too tall



big, small, long, short, tall,


number names, more, less

smooth, rough, hard, soft


	spanner

bridge, row, enclosed 



bigger, smaller, longer, shorter, taller, heavier, lighter, more, less

number names

texture names
  
straight, curved, corner, edge, shape names 

pattern vocabulary 
	screwdriver

building, built, structure, same, symmetrical


biggest, smallest, longest, shortest, tallest


most, least



2d and 3d shape names and relative vocabulary


	Interactions
	Model stacking blocks vertically, aligning them carefully so that the children can mimic this.

Model problem solving and support children in trying again when their towers fall down “oh dear” “build again”

Model representation in your play, for example pretending you are driving a car when siting in your cardboard box

Remind children that there are others building near by and support children in building in safe spaces

Commentate on your building, I am putting my brick on top, on top, on top, its big!
	Encourage children to explore, and to make links with their experiences as starting points for construction

Model how to use tools safely and support children as needed

Demonstrate how to build both horizontally and vertically, overlapping to make it secure

Discuss safety and highlight what might happen if they build to high

Model combining resources, think out loud as you build and make bricks balance
	Encourage open ended thinking, share thinking, help children explore ideas and make links

Ask about creations and give time to think, talk and reply.  Follow children’s lead in conversation and think about things together










	Help children explore their ideas as needed, without taking over or directing

Help children become aware of their own goals, make plans and review and refine skills.  

Model vocabulary of balance and symmetry and help the children notice this in their constructions






































	Common Behaviours

	Building and joining
	Using tools
	Representing
	Reading
	Writing

	Emergent





	stacking cups
large foam blocks
small Wooden bricks 
large wooden and Perspex bricks 
	rolls of paper
chubby crayons 
	cardboard boxes 
	pictures of local buildings
pictures of vehicles
fiction board books related to construction ideas
non-fiction board books related to construction

	chunky crayons
large paper

	Early


	large wooden bricks
small wooden bricks
glue

	scissors
pencils
felt-tips
crayons
chalks
	cardboard boxes
clipboards and paper to draw plans

	pictures of local buildings with familiar logos
pictures of cars and vehicles with logos
fiction books related to construction ideas
non-fiction books related to construction
	felt-tips
A4 clipboards

	Mid - Level



	cylinders
shaped bricks
clear plastic bricks
coloured plastic bricks
open ended resources 
masking tape 
sellotape
elastic bands
paper clips
	tape dispenser
spanners

	pictures for inspiration 
small world resource, 
open ended resources

	pictures of other buildings, still local to the community (town)
laminated paper for the children to write their own buiding names/logos
pictures of buildings to inspire
maps and plans
	felt-tips
A5 clipboards

	High - Level



	Duplo Toolo
open ended resources
treasury tags
split pins
string ribbon
	screw driver
hole punch

	discussions around creations, thinking about what they build before they build it

	Pictures of places of interest (Legoland, princess castles)
Other building names and logos
maps and plans

	Extra-large paper for them to draw plans
name cards
logos
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