Understanding the World
	
	People Culture and Community
	The World
	Past and Present
	What adults do

	0-12 months 
	· Recognises familiar people
· Shows interest in facial expressions and voices
	· Explores objects through senses (touching, mouthing, looking)
· Notices changes (light, sound, movement)
· Repeats actions that have an effect 

	· Anticipates familiar routines

	· Provide consistent routines and familiar adults
· Talk about what is happening and who is present
· Offer sensory experiences (natural materials, textures)
· Use simple language linked to daily routines


	12-24 months 
	· Recognises familiar people and places
· Is interested in photos of themselves 

	· Explores materials and objects through repetitive actions (pulling, shaking, rolling)
· Remembers where objects belong
· Are curious to explore natural objects and experiences in nature

	· Remembers and anticipates familiar events

	· Talk about people, families and familiar places
· Provide opportunities to explore indoors and outdoors
· Use simple language 
· Reinforce routines and sequences


	24-36 months 
	· Has a sense of family and familiar people
· Begins to notice differences between people
· Engages in simple role play, linked to home

	· Explores how things work through play and investigation
· Are interested in and name things that they have observed (plants, animals, found objects, weather)
· Look and comment on features that they see in their local environment

	· Simply recalls an event that has happened (hurt finger/ had birthday)

	· Talk about children’s experiences and families
· Encourage exploration and curiosity
· Introduce simple vocabulary about the world
· Support role play and imaginative play
· Talk about “what happened” and “what will happen next”

	36-48 months 
	· Shows awareness of similarities and differences
· Shows interest in different roles in the community 
· Recognise and describe special times and events for family or friends

	· Explores and talks about natural environments
· Talk with interest about their local environments 
· Understands growth and changes over time (e.g. seasons/planting)
· Begins to ask questions about how things work
· Understands and can talk about how to care their environment and living things 
	· Talks about past experiences in their own lives
· Uses language related to time (before, after)

	· Provide opportunities to explore different cultures and communities
· Encourage questioning and discussion
· Introduce vocabulary linked to the natural world
· Talk about changes over time


	48-60 months

	· Talks about their own community and traditions
· Talks about similarities and differences
· Understands roles within their community

	· Explores the natural world in more detail
· Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and changes in nature
· Begins to talk about how and why things happen

	· Talks about events in their own lives and others’ (past and present)
· Begins to understand simple timelines (baby/ now 4)

	· Provide experiences that broaden children’s understanding of the world
· Encourage explanation and reasoning
· Introduce more specific vocabulary
· Support children to make connections
· Use stories and experiences to explore time and change








	Checkpoints

	Checkpoint 1 (By 24 months)
Awareness of people, places and routines
Children may:
· Recognise familiar people and routines
· Explore objects and environments
· Anticipate familiar events


	Checkpoint 2 (By 36 months)
Developing awareness of the world around them
Children may:
· Talk about family and familiar experiences
· Show curiosity about how things work
· Talks about their environments
· Recalls past events

	Checkpoint 3 (By 48 months)
Developing understanding of people, places and time
Children may:
· Talk about similarities and differences
· Explore and talk about the natural world
· Ask questions about how things work
· Talk about past and present

	Checkpoint 4 (By 60 months)
Making sense of the wider world
Children may:
· Talk about their community and traditions
· Talk about changes in the natural world
· Understands simple timelines 






