Literacy
	
	Reading Behaviours and Comprehension
	Word Reading
	Writing
	Phonological Awareness
	What adults do

	O – 12 months
	· Explores books physically (touching, mouthing, looking)
· Shows interest in pictures and faces
· Responds to familiar voices and stories

	· Notices familiar pictures, symbols and visuals

	· Makes marks through movement (grasping, banging, smearing)
· Creates random marks using hands and whole body movements (eg smears, dots, swipes)

	· Responds to sounds, rhythm and intonation
· Experiments with sounds through babbling

	· Share simple books regularly
· Use songs, rhymes and repetition
· Talk about what babies are looking at
· Model sounds and respond to vocalisations
· Provide sensory mark-making opportunities

	12 – 24 months
	· Looks at books independently
· Points to familiar  pictures in books when named by an adult 
· Shows preferences for favourite books

	· Recognises familiar images, objects and symbols

	· [bookmark: _Hlk228266699]Makes marks using whole arm movements
· Explores mark making tools (crayons, chalk)
· Produces uncontrolled marks (dots, lines, circular scribbles)
· Explores different directions and movements when mark making

	· Joins in with songs and rhymes
· Copies sounds and simple words
· Joins in with repeated refrains

	· Share stories daily with repetition
· Emphasise key words and phrases
· Encourage joining in
· Provide opportunities for large- scale movement to develop shoulder strength and stability (eg sweeping, paining, climbing)
· Provide mark-making opportunities
· Model sounds clearly and playfully


	24 – 36 months
	· Handles books correctly
· Recognises familiar stories
· Begins to talk about pictures and events in books
· Repeats and uses actions, words and phrases from familiar stories
· Fills in missing word or phrase in a known story

	· Notices some print in the environment
· Recognises familiar logos and signs

	· Gives meaning to marks
· Represent ideas through drawing and marks
· Creates controlled scribbles (lines, circles, back and forth movements)
· Can combine marks (eg circles with lines)

	· Joins in with rhyme and rhythm
· Begins to notice rhyme and alliteration

	· Emphasise rhyme, rhythm and repetition
· Play listening and sound games
· Talk about stories and pictures
· Support development from shoulder to elbow through pushing, pulling, and large mark-making movements
· Model mark making with meaning
· Introduce environmental print


	36 – 48 months
	· Listens to longer stories
· Joins in with repeated phrases
· Talks about stories, pictures, characters and events
· Understands how books work (beginning, middle, end)

	· Recognises some familiar words in books and in the environment 
· Recognises own name
· Begins to link sounds to letters


	· [bookmark: _Hlk228283237]Uses marks to represent ideas
· Draws simple shapes and patterns (lines, circles, crosses)
· Begins to form letter like shapes and symbols
· Begins to use recognisable letters
· Writes own name or parts of it

	· Recognises and generates rhyme
· Identifies initial sounds
· Begins oral segmenting (e.g. c-a-t)

	· Play structured sound games
· Model segmenting and blending orally
· Ask questions about stories
· Introduce letter sounds in context
· Develop control from elbow to wrist through vertical surfaces, tool use and varied mark making experiences
· Encourage purposeful writing


	48 – 60 months

	· Listens to stories with understanding
· Retells familiar stories
· Understands key events and ideas

	· Recognises some common words

	· Writes recognisable letters with increasing control and accuracy
· Writes simple words

	· Segments and blends simple words
· Identifies initial and some other sounds

	· Model blending and segmenting clearly
· Support comprehension through discussion
· Provide opportunities to read and write in play
· Strengthen wrist and finger control to support letter formation and writing fluency
· Encourage independent writing
· Reinforce links between sounds and letters






	Checkpoints

	Checkpoint 1 (by 24 months)
Early engagement with sounds, books and mark making
Children may:
· Enjoy songs and rhymes
· Show interest in books
· Respond to sounds
· Begin mark making
	Checkpoint 2 (by 36 months)
Developing sound awareness and early literacy behaviours
Children may:
· Join in with rhymes
· Engage with stories
· Give meaning to marks and use  a range of mark making patterns (lines, circles and scribbles)

	Checkpoint 3 (by 48 months)
Developing phonological awareness and early reading/writing
Children may:
· Recognise rhyme and initial sounds
· Talk about stories
· Begin to link sounds to letters
· Use a combination of marks, shapes and letters to represent ideas

	Checkpoint 4 (by 60 months)
Applying phonological awareness to reading and writing
Children may:
· Segment and blend simple words
· Begin to read simple words
· Retell stories
· Write simple words





