Expressive Art & Design
	
	Creating with Materials
	Being Imaginative and Expressive
	What adults do

	0-12 months
	· Explores materials through senses (touching, mouthing, looking)
· Makes marks through movement (smearing, patting)
· Shows interest in colours, textures and sounds

	· Responds to music, sounds and movement
· Uses facial expressions, sounds and body to communicate
· Copies some simple actions

	· Provide a range of sensory materials (paint, water, natural objects)
· Allow free exploration without expectation of outcome
· Use music, singing and movement regularly
· Model simple actions and expressions
· Respond to children’s attempts to communicate


	12-24 months
	· Notices and is interested in the transformative effect of their actions on materials and resources 
· Makes marks using whole hands and fingers 
· Can stack blocks 

	· Joins in with actions in favourite songs 
· Imitates actions and sounds
· Engages in simple pretend play

	· Provide a variety of tools and materials
· Encourage exploration and choice
· Model how to use tools
· Sing and repeat familiar songs
· Join in and extend simple pretend play


	24-36 months 
	· Uses materials to create simple representations (bricks and media)
· Explores combining materials
· Explores colour in different ways 
· Makes simple constructions including enclosures 

	· Engages in imaginative play using sounds, movements and objects
· Uses objects to represent something else
· Acts out some familiar experiences
· I am interested in and experiment with different sound makers and instruments and ways to play them
· Joins in with actions and singing 

	· Focus on processes
· Provide open-ended materials
· Model simple creative techniques
· Encourage children to talk about what they are creating
· Support imaginative play through interaction
· Introduce simple vocabulary linked to colour, textures and actions

	36-48 months 
	· Explores colours and how they can be changed 
· Draws with purpose to represent objects and experiences
· Begins to plan what they want to create and uses a range of materials with purpose
· Combines materials to achieve an effect 
· Uses various construction materials joining pieces, stacking vertically and horizontally, balancing, making enclosures and creating spaces 

	· Engages in imaginative play creating and developing stories using their own ideas
· Uses movement, music and role play to express ideas
· Sings a range of songs and uses actions 

	· Focus on the process of creating rather than the finished product
· Provide a well organised range of open ended resources
· Encourage children to plan and reflect
· Model techniques (cutting, joining, shaping)
· Support storytelling and role play
· Introduce different forms of expression (music, dance, art)
· Extend vocabulary to describe choices and processes


	48-60 months 

	· Creates with intention and purpose using a variety of materials, colours and techniques with increasing control
· Explains what they have created

	· Selects instruments with intention and knows how to play them in different ways
· Develops detailed imaginative play with peers, developing stories and narratives
· Knows a wide range of songs and rhymes 

	· Support children to develop and refine ideas
· Introduce new techniques and tools
· Encourage evaluation and reflection
· Encourage children to explain ideas and creative decisions
· Extend imaginative play and storytelling
· Provide opportunities for performance and expression










	Checkpoints

	Checkpoint 1 (By 24 months)
Exploring materials and early expression
Children may:
· Explore materials through senses
· Show interest in sounds, music and movement
· Begin to imitate actions

	Checkpoint 2 (by 36 months)
Developing creativity and imaginative play
Children may:
· Use materials to create simple representations
· Engage in pretend play
· Use objects to represent other things

	Checkpoint 3 (by 48 months)
Developing creativity and expression
Children may:
· Select and use materials with clear intention
· Plan and create with a clear idea in mind
· Develop imaginative play and storytelling
· Express ideas through different forms

	Checkpoint 4 (By 60 months)
Confident creativity and expression
Children may:
· Create with intention and explain ideas
· Use a range of materials and techniques
· Develop detailed imaginative play
· Express themselves through art, music and movement






