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Bradley Nursery School
Special Educational Needs Policy Autumn 2025

This policy complies with the statutory requirements laid out in the SEND Code of Practice 0-25 (2014) 3.65 and has been written with reference to the following guidance and documents:-
· Equality Act 2010: Advice for schools (DfE, Feb 2013) 
· SEND Code of Practice 0-25 (DfE, Jan 2015) 
· Schools SEN Information Report Regulations (DfE, 2014) 
· Early Years Guide to the 0-25 SEND Code of Practice (DfE, 2014) 
· Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2021 Reviewed: September 2023 Review due: September 2024 
· Teachers Standards 2012 
· Statutory Guidance on supporting children at school with medical conditions April 2014 
· School Administration of Medicine Policy 
· School Pre-Existing Medical Conditions Document 
· School Safeguarding Policy 
· School Access Plan 
· School Local Offer 
· School Admission Policy 
This policy was developed in consultation with nursery staff, governors and parents and reflects the SEND Code of Practice 0-25 Guidance. The policy is available on our website and a hard copy can be made available from the main office.
Definition of Special Educational Needs (SEN) 
“Children have a Special Educational Need if they have a learning difficulty which calls for Special Educational provision to be made for them”. (The Equality Act, 2010) 
Definition of Disability 
Children have a disability if they have a 'physical or mental impairment which has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ negative effect on their ability to do normal daily activities’. The Equality Act (2010)
Special Needs Co-ordinator
The name of our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) is: Jane McWilliam.
Jane can be contacted at the nursery on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday (Telephone 01282 615183). Jane is a qualified teacher who specialised in Early Education.
SEND Governor
We currently have a vacancy for the Governor responsible for Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND). 
Our Aims and Objectives
Our Aims
Bradley Nursery School aims to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all its pupils, including those with Special Educational needs. We are committed to the inclusion of children with SEN, believing that they have a right of access to a curriculum appropriate to their needs. As a setting we aim to raise aspirations of and expectations for all children with SEN.
Our aim is to allow pupils with special educational needs to join in the activities of the school together with pupils who do not have special educational needs, so far as is reasonably practical and compatible with the child’s needs.
This SEN policy details how Bradley Nursery School will do its best to ensure that the necessary provision is made for any pupil who has special educational needs, and those needs are made known to all who are likely to teach them.
At Bradley Nursery School we are committed to meeting the individual needs of all children, including children with special educational needs, disabilities, and higher achieving children, to ensure they make progress and fulfil their potential. All children have a named key person, and every practitioner will support the needs of children with SEND.
We aim to work with children and parents to raise the aspirations and expectations for all children with SEND by focusing on positive learning outcomes through a cycle of assess, plan, do and review.
Objectives
At Bradley Nursery School we will: -
· ensure the special educational needs and /or additional needs of each child are identified, assessed, provided for and reviewed regularly.
· create an inclusive environment that meets the unique needs of each child, including specialist resources and equipment as appropriate.
· ensure all children have access to an appropriately differentiated Early Years curriculum that promotes high standards of attainment, achievement, and enjoyment.
· offer Early Intervention Strategies to improve outcomes for children.
· recognise, value and celebrate children’s achievements, however small.
· listen and respond to the child's voice, including their interests, learning styles, motivations, responses and behaviours.
· work in partnership with parents and carers in supporting their child’s education.
· ensure the inclusion policy is implemented consistently by all staff.
· identify the roles and responsibilities of staff in providing for children's special educational needs and / or disability and provide training as necessary.
· work in partnership with the LA and outside agencies who provide specialist support and teaching for children with SEND.
· ensure induction and transition procedures are in place to ensure all relevant information is shared as appropriate.
Local Offer
Bradley Nursery School has published a Local Offer for parents of children with a Special Educational Need or Disability which outlines the facilities available at the school (see website or ask for a copy) 
In addition, Lancashire County Council have produced a Local Offer covering the whole of Lancashire- available at:
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/ 

SENDCO
The SENDCO for the Nursery School Jane McWilliam and Debbie Gornall Fox (a private SENCO) has been supporting Jane over recent years.
All staff are responsible for adapting learning opportunities for pupils with special educational needs and, monitor their progress. All staff will work closely with the SENDCO.

The SENCO will:
· work positively with all members of Bradley Nursery School to promote inclusion;
· ensure appropriate procedures are in place, working with, and including children with SEND;
· liaise with our teachers, practitioners and external agencies to ensure planning and assessment is differentiated to reflect the needs of children with SEND;
· maintain a SEND register, naming the children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, their area of need and stage within the SEN Code of Practice, 2015. Parents and carers will be informed and have the right to ask for a child’s name to be removed from the SEND register.
· keep nursery practitioners updated regarding the needs of the children with SEND;
· offer advice and support to class teachers, nursery practitioners, particularly the keyperson, to observe and identify children’s strengths and areas for further development, then to develop meaningful “next steps” and provide appropriate strategies through Targeted Learning Plans (TLP’s);
· liaise closely with parents - offering advice and sharing strategies to promote a consistent approach.
· co-ordinate external specialist provision and contribute to assessments and reviews;
· co-ordinate induction and transition procedures to ensure all relevant information is shared as appropriate to ensure a smooth transition for children with SEND between settings;
· work closely with the SEND Governor and nursery practitioners to ensure the Nursery's SEND policy and Inclusion policies are adhered to;
· monitor and evaluate the SEND policy and report to the governing body on its effectiveness and use of specialist resources;
· complete, and update as appropriate, a Provision Map to inform practitioners, governors and parents of the SEND provision made by the Nursery;
· ensure the Nursery's SEND Local Offer is available on the Nursery website to inform parents of our SEND provision;
· Update and review the SEND information report and ensure this is published on our website.
Admissions arrangements for children with SEND at Bradley Nursery School
At Bradley Nursery School, the nursery practitioners are committed to meeting the needs of all children and promoting the culture and ethos of inclusion within the nursery community.
Children with SEND will be admitted to Bradley Nursery School in line with the statutory requirements of the SEN and Disabilities Act (2001).
Parents are requested to inform the nursery of any special educational needs, medical conditions, allergies, or any other concerns they may have on the nursery admission form. Home visits are also offered to all children which will enable parents to discuss their child's needs with a practitioner from the child’s nursery.

Children with medical conditions
To ensure the safety of children with medical conditions a medical care plan will be produced by the SENDco, parents and overseen by a medical practitioner. This medical care plan will outline procedures to be followed by staff within the school. This may require additional training for all or some staff. 
Safeguarding
Safeguarding children’s welfare is everybody’s responsibility, and we recognise that children with SEND are more vulnerable to abuse than non-disabled children are. Any concerns that staff may have should be reported to the DSL/ Headteacher or Deputy DSLs and procedures followed as in the Safeguarding policy and procedures. 
Accessibility 
To ensure access for pupils or parents with disabilities, the nursery is equipped with ramped entrances, a disabled toilet, and laundry facilities. This is in line with current legislation and an access audit is carried out. If a child requires moving and handling, a plan will be produced to outline procedures to be followed by staff. This may require additional training for all or some staff 
Graduated approach to identifying if a child requires SEND support
At Bradley Nursery School, we have regard for the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 0-25 years (2015)
Within Bradley Nursery School, all children are observed and next steps identified by the nursery practitioners. If anyone has a concern about a child, they will tell the SENDCO / class teachers. Depending on the child’s needs, further observations may be undertaken and the parents involved. Staff may use Lancashire Early Years SEND Toolkit, a behaviour plan may be drawn up, or the child may be placed on a Targeted Learning Plan. 
The plans include information regarding
· What the child likes to (personal information) 
· The child’s strengths are (Where I am now)
· Short-term (smart) targets for the child -taking into account information from other agencies (if involved)
· The intervention to be carried out (What the child needs to do)
· Where and when (Who is going to help the child, when and how often?)
· The evaluation of the action taken. (How did the child do and to what degree of success)

If staff are still concerned about a child who, despite receiving TLP
· Makes little or no progress even when teaching approaches are targeted to improve the child’s identified areas of weakness.
· Continues working at levels significantly below those expected for children of a similar age in certain areas.
· Continues with emotional or behavioural difficulties, which substantially interfere with the child’s own learning or that of the group, despite having an individualised behaviour plan.
· Has sensory or physical needs and requires additional equipment or regular visits for direct intervention or advice by practitioners from a specialist service.
·  Has a communication and/or interaction difficulty that impedes the development of social relationships and cause substantial barriers to learning.
At this stage, the child will be recognised as having ‘SEND support’ which is a graduated response as defined in the SEN and Disability Code of Practice.‘SEND support’ is in place when a child requires intervention, which is “additional to” or “different from” the differentiated curriculum on offer.

Identification and Assessment Arrangements
The Code of Practice identifies 4 areas of SEND:
1. Communication and Interaction
Children who have speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) These difficulties can present themselves in a variety of ways – including:-
· The production of speech sounds
· Not being able to join words together
· Difficulties expressing themselves
· Delays in children’s understanding 
· Understanding and using language socially 
Children with Autism (ASD) are included in this area of need as they often have difficulties with social interactions and communication. 
2. Cognition and Learning
Cognition and learning can cover a range of needs, but in particular, this is when children are not learning at the same pace as their peers. So their levels of attainment are significantly below age-related expectations.
Children identified as having Cognition and Learning Needs may have general learning difficulties or disabilities. These are known as global difficulties (sometimes called global developmental delay) and include moderate learning difficulties (MLD), severe learning difficulties (SLD), and profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD).
3. Social, Mental and Emotional Health
Children with Social, Emotional, and Mental Health difficulties can present in a variety of ways; some children can be withdrawn, anxious and prefer to be alone. Other children may be hyperactive and present with challenging or disruptive behaviours. 
A child’s emotional needs may impact their learning, and they may find it difficult to concentrate. It is important that Nursery are able to provide an environment for some children that suits them, for example, they may need to take regular movement breaks or use fidget items. Some children may need a calm, quiet space to go to when they are feeling overwhelmed 
4. Sensory and Physical
Some children may have a disability which affects their ability to access the nursery environment. A child may require ongoing support or specialised equipment to give them further opportunities. Children who have a sensory impairment, such as a hearing impairment or visual impairment, may need specialist input from the Inclusion service to help with adaptations. 
Some children may have a sensory processing difficulty, particularly common in children with ASD, and this means that the environment may need to be modified to help that child’s well-being and attainment. 

Managing children’s needs on the SEND Register
In line with the SEND Code of Practice 2015 there are three waves of provision
· Wave 1: Universal provision which is accessed by all children;
· Wave 2: Provision which is made for children who require additional ‘catch-up’ activities and interventions.
· Wave 3: Provision which is made for children with more complex needs and / or behaviours, who require specific 1:1 interventions and the involvement of other professionals.

A child at Wave 3 will be issued with a Targeted Learning Plans (TLP) or Behaviour Plan (BP), with agreement with the child’s parents / carers. The TLP / BP will contain clear, achievable targets for learning and development that identify the individual needs of the child. It will be written in collaboration with the parents, the class teacher and keyperson under the guidance of the SENCO and reviewed half-termly or as necessary.
Children may be referred to a range of support services including Specialist Teachers; Speech and Language Therapists; Portage; Educational Psychology; Specialist Health Visitors; Occupational Therapy; Physiotherapy or Community Paediatricians.
At Bradley Nursery School we work closely with the Lancashire Inclusion Services. The SENCO may apply for Request for Involvement (RFI) guidance from the Specialist Teaching Service to support the child’s key person in meeting their educational needs.
A child at Wave 3, the Specialist Teacher may suggest that an 'Education, Health and Care Plan' (EHCP) assessment is requested. As part of this process, the SENCO would support the parents/carers to compile a ‘One Page Profile’ for their child.
If successful, an education, health and care (EHC) plan is a plan for children and young people aged up to 25 who need more support than is available through special educational needs (SEN) support. It is a legal document that describes their special educational, health and social care needs. It explains the extra support that will be provided to help meet those needs and how this will help them to make progress and achieve their goals.
More details about the EHC process can be found via the Lancashire County Council website:
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/getting-help/assessment-and-support/education-health-and-care-plans/  
and their Local Offer 
Partnership with Parents/Carers 
Bradley Nursery School recognises the importance of working in partnership with the parents of all the children in the setting. Time will be set aside to speak to a parent if practitioners feel that a child may have a special educational need. Should a child need to be referred to an outside agency, written consent will be obtained from the parent. Meetings will be held with the parent to discuss any decisions that may be made in relation to educational provision for a child. Parents will be kept informed at all times of their child’s progress. 
Storing and Managing Information (Data Protection)
The SENCo keeps a register of all children with SEN. All staff are aware of the SEN register.
Information collected about a pupil’s SEN is confidential and will only be communicated to involved persons with the knowledge and agreement of the pupil’s parents, the Head teacher or the SENCo, unless the school has Safeguarding concerns.
Confidential information regarding a pupil’s SEN is kept in a SEND file. This may include reports from other professionals, TLPs, letters about meetings, TAF meeting minutes, Assessment information, Medical Care Plans, Early Help Assessment and Plan and One-Page Profiles. If information on a pupil is required from the file, the information on that pupil will be removed and returned promptly. The file is kept in a lockable cupboard in the small Office.
Class teachers keep their children’s TLPs in their personal files, ensuring they are a working document. All documents are recorded and stored on CPOMs and on our secure server. A brief description of children’s needs is stored on the SIMS information system, which is password-protected. When a child leaves nursery, a copy of their CPOMs file is securely transferred to their school. The children’s paper SEN files are stored within the setting until the child reaches the age of 25, and then they are destroyed.
Information is only shared with other agencies with parental consent. Information is sent to other professionals using secure e-mails, and the SENCo adheres to the setting’s Data Protection policy.

Curriculum 
At Bradley Nursery School our curriculum sequences focus on developing all children’s skills in the seven areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). Activities are differentiated to be relevant to the abilities, interests, developmental levels and needs of individual children.
We meet these needs through: 
· Creating effective learning environments
· Giving appropriate experiences.
· Responding to children’s diverse learning needs
· Overcoming potential barriers to learning for individuals and groups of children.
· Providing a wide range of learning opportunities that reflect an understanding of how children develop and learn.
· Planning approaches to learning and teaching so that all children can take part in activities fully and effectively.
· Providing for children who need specific help, for example, with communication.
· Helping children to manage their emotions and behaviour, to take part in learning.

We ensure that children access all areas of the curriculum, and specialist equipment will be provided if necessary. Pupils are valued at their level of attainment, and children with special educational needs and disabilities will not be treated any less favourably than other pupils. 
Success Criteria
· The children’s needs are identified efficiently and suitable action taken to provide for them. 
· Children are supported and make progress.
· TLP targets and outcomes are set by the class teacher and reviewed alongside parents 
Criteria for exiting the SEND Register
If the child responds to the additional support and interventions put in place and demonstrates appropriate progress on their TLP reviews and EYFS tracker to be working at levels expected of children their own age, the child may be removed from the SEND Register, with agreement from all involved, including parents.

Supporting Children with medical conditions 
Some children have medical conditions which require support to be able to access the curriculum. Some children may have medical needs as a condition of a disability. In this case, the school will meet its duties under the Equality Act 2010
The school will follow the ‘Administration and management of medication policy’ and a medical care plan will be put into place to ensure children are able to access the curriculum 
Transitions
For all children an end of year report will be provided.
For children who have had a Targeted learning plan and therefore additional intervention, the relevant SENDco, Headteacher or teacher will be spoken to and given the latest targeted plan. For children requiring more specialist support, a transition review will be held. A support plan will be prepared for children requiring additional intervention but not meeting the threshold for a statutory assessment 
Training
The SENCO will attend Lancashire’s termly Early Years SENCO Network Meeting and training courses relevant for her professional development regarding children with SEND.
All nursery practitioners will attend relevant courses, which will be organised by the Headteacher or SENCO and evaluated through the school’s professional development and performance management policies.
Complaints 
If a parent or carer has a concern about the special provision made for their child they should, in the first instance, discuss this with their child’s key person. If the concerns continue then the SENDCO will speak with the parent to listen to and address the concerns. If the concern cannot be satisfactorily dealt with at this stage, it should be brought to the notice of the Headteacher. If the Head is unable to resolve the difficulty, the parents’ concerns should be put in writing to the Chair of Governors (Ms Susan Nike). All complaints will be dealt with sensitively and promptly. Please see the School Complaints Procedure for more information (available on the website).


List of Personnel involved in SEN support at Bradley Nursery School 2024-25

	Name
	Position
	

	Mrs Kay Burke
	Headteacher
	head@bradley-nur.lancs.sch.uk 

	Mrs Jane McWilliam
	SENCo
	senco@bradley-nur.lancs.sch.uk 

	
	SEN Governor
	

	Zara Wharton
	Specialist Teacher
	Zara.wharton@lancashire.gov.uk 

	Laura Butterfield
	Specialist Teacher QTVI
	Laura.Butterfield@lancashire.gov.uk 

	Miriam Hopkinson Roe
	Teacher of the Deaf
	Miriam.Hopkinson-Roe@lancashire.gov.uk 

	Shazia Kosar
	Portage
	Shazia.Kosar@lancashire.gov.uk 

	Louise Heffernen
	Portage
	Louise.heffernan@lancashire.gov.uk 

	Elle Macro
	Educational Psychologist
	Elle.Macro@lancashire.gov.uk 

	Dr Alexandra Smith
	Educational Psychologist
	alexandra.Smith@lancashire.gov.uk 

	Dr Hannah Bird
	Educational Psychologist
	Hannah.Bird@lancashire.gov.uk 

	Fharia Choudhury
	Speech and language therapist
	Fharia.Choudhury@lscft.nhs.uk 

	Emma Wheeler
	Dietetics
	dietitians@elht.nhs.uk 

	Dr LZ Williams
	Paediatrician
	BGH

	Dr R Belderbos 
	Consultant Paediatrician
	BGH
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